
One year after the loss of 
our dear husband, father, 

friend, spiritual brother and 
guide, according to Doukhobor 
traditions...with a loving, humble 
bow to Mother Earth, the family of 
the late John J Verigin, CM, OBC, 
Honourary Chairman of the Union 
of Spiritual Communities of Christ, 
would like to convey our deepest 
appreciation to the following  for their 
assistance in providing loving care 
for our dear Honourary Chairman, 
husband and father that enabled him 
to remain at home, surrounded by 
his loved ones, during his declining 
years: 

All members of the Union of  
Spiritual Communities of Christ, 
headed by our Trustees and 
Executive Committee, the Sirotskoye 
Care Committee, Home Support 
and private home care workers: 
Yvette Blais, Barbara  Hein, Karrie 
Hilderbrant, Irene  Koochin, and 
Marilyn Sagal, Interior Health, 
Dr David Merry and attending 
physicians and staff at Boundary 
and Trail Regional Hospitals, and 
BC Ambulance Service personnel in 
Grand Forks, Castlegar and Trail.

We also wish to express our 
sincere gratitude to the 

following for their assistance and 
support after the loss of our husband, 
father, spiritual brother and guide: 

Extended family, relatives, 
and friends including the Glade 
community ladies, for bringing food 
and helping at Sirotskoye and at 
Markova Residence. To all those who 
helped with funeral preparations and 
proceedings including our USCC 
Trustees and Executive Committee, 
officiants Jerry (Paul) Seminoff in 
Grand Forks and Leonard Markin 
in Brilliant, and ushers & display 
attendants. USCC and ISKRA 

Publication employees and their 
assistants who attended to  phone 
calls, e-mails, faxes, prepared the 
biography, press releases, and 
posted information on the web.  
Everyone who spoke during the 
funeral including Jim Popoff, Peter 
Voykin, Eli Popoff, Anne Verigin, 
Lucille Faminoff, Andrew Evin, 
Frances Kanigan, Irene Malloff,  
Harry Rezansoff, Michael Verigin, 
Fred Makortoff, Alex Ewashen, and 
our MP Alex Atamanenko, & MLA 
Katrine Conroy.

Thank you to all  who telephoned, 
faxed, emailed or sent messages 

of condolence from across Canada, 
the US, the Russian Federation, the 
Ukraine, and Georgia including: 

Governor General Michaelle Jean, 
former Lieutenant Governor Garde 
B Gardom, Ambassador of Russia 
Georgiy Enverovich Mamedov, 
Premier Gordon Campbell, Mayor 
of Grand Forks Neil Krog, Councilor 
Chris Moslin, Mayor of Castlegar 
Lawrence Chernoff, Councilor 
Kevin Chernoff, John & Nadya 
Niechoda,   & Stanley Linkovich on 
behalf of the Federation of Russian 
Canadians, Mich & Dorothy Ozeroff, 
Mae Popoff, Norm Reibin, Jonathan 
Kalmakoff, Ryan Androsoff, & 
Brenda Cheveldave on behalf of 
the Doukhobor Cultural Society 
of Saskatchewan, Alex Strelaeff on 
behalf of the Doukhobor  Society of 
Blaine Lake,  United Doukhobors of 
Alberta, Jack & Jan Tarasoff on behalf 
of the Calgary Doukhobor Cultural 
Society, Bob Ewashen on behalf of 
the Board and Staff of the Doukhobor 
Discovery Centre, Koozma & Kristina 
Tarasoff of Ontario, Alexei Kinakin, 
Alexei Baturin, & Polina Kalmakova 
on behalf of Council of Doukhobors 
in Russia, Georgia and the Ukraine, 

the Shkuratov, Pereverzov, & Nedvega 
families, Zeena Ogloff & family, Tanya 
Tikhonova Chuchmaeva and family, 
V Koochin and the Doukhobors 
of Rostov, the Chutskoff & Vatkin 
families of Sochi, Larissa Kalmakova 
Shevshenkova, Polina Kareva & 
family, Vladimir Tolstoy & family, 
Joan Broughton, Robin Collins, & 
Guy Blood from the National & 
Regional offices of the United Nations 
Association in Canada, including  
the Kootenay Region branch, Laura 
Savinkoff on behalf of the Canadian 
Peace Alliance and the Boundary 
Peace Initiative, Elsie Dean from 
the World Peace Forum, Glenn 
Paige from the Centre for Global 
Nonviolence, Steven Staples from 
the Rideau Institue, Richard Sanders 
from the Coalition to Oppose the 
Arms Trade, Dale Dewar on behalf 
of Canada Friends Yearly Meeting, 
Sean Hennessey & Dottie Ross from 
Argenta, Judy L Filson & Dr  Ghadirian 
on behalf of the Baha’i Community of 
Canada, President of Selkirk College 
Marilyn Luscombe,  Selkirk College 
Board Chair Christian Schadendorf, 
Myler & Linda Wilkinson from 
the Mir Centre for Peace, Richard 
Morris from the University of 
Oregon,  Andrew Donskov & John 
Woodsworth from the University 
of Ottawa Slavic Research Group, 
Alexander Vaschenko from Moscow 
State University, Yoshikazu Nakamura 
from the University of Tokyo, Sinixt 
spokeswoman Marilyn James and 
Rosemary Phillips.

Our family also wishes to thank 
the following for their support 

and assistance during our Doukhobor 
funeral tradition in Grand Forks and 
Brilliant:

Art Effects 
- Trent, Gary
Babakaiff, Steve

Acknowledgements from the Verigin Family



Biznet 
- Perepolkin Peter & Marje
Boundary Security Services 
- Burt, Lyle 
Castlegar Citizen
Castlegar News
Castlegar Funeral Chapel 
- Strilaeff, Bill & Fitzpatrick, Ron
Castlegar Regional Transit
Contact Photo Arts 
- Wilby, Bill
Grand Forks Art Gallery 
- Butterfield, Wendy
Grand Forks Fire Department 
- Macgregor, Blair
Grand Forks Gazette
Grand Forks Search and Rescue 
- Savitskoff, Barry
Hammett, Chris
Kalmakoff, Katherine & Maureen
Kalmakov, John & Luba
Kanigan, Mike A
Konken, Frank & Ruby
Malins, Fay 
Malloff, Steve
Ministry of Transportation
- Gillis, Stephanie
Nelson Daily News
Nichvolodoff, Bill & Lovette
Pass Creek Volunteer Fire Dept
Pereverzoff, Alex & Nancy
Popoff, Bill
Popoff, Walter& Mae
Poznikoff, Lisa
RCMP Detachments
- Grand Forks & Castlegar  
Relkoff, Derek & Irina
Relkoff, Peter & Shirley
Semenoff, Sam & Laverne
Sookaveiff, Peter & Doris
Swetlishoff, Stephanie
The Communicator
The Weekender
Trail Times
USCC Union of Youth Council
Voykin, Marcie

Our sincere thank you to the 
USCC Grand Forks Ladies 

Organization, member communities, 
and everyone who helped with the 
funeral and meal at the USCC Grand 
Forks Community Centre including:

All Canadian Doukhobor Choir
- Grand Forks contingent
Antifeau, Mike & Mary
Arishenkoff, George
Astofooroff, Anne
Babakaiff, Nina
Brooks, Vera
Chernoff, Pete
Cheveldeaw, Sharon
Children’s Sunday Meeting from 
Grand Forks
Chutskoff, Leona
Davidoff, Frances
Dehaan, Shelley
Demoskoff, Marie
Demosky, Marion
Dergousoff, Lucy
Dergousoff, Mary
Dergousoff, Mary K
Gritchen, Phyllis
Harasemow, Mary
Hole, Liz
Hoodikoff, Nina
Horkoff, Bonnie
Horkoff, Fred & Mary
Horkoff, George & Patsy
Horkoff, Helen
Horkoff, Nellie A
Horkoff, Vicky
Jmaiff, Larry
Kalesnikoff, Marion
Kalmakoff, Alex & Florence
Kalmakoff, Sharon
Kimoff, Larry & Pauline
Kinakin, Vera
Knox, Natasha
Konken, Anna
Koochin, Nona
Koodrin, Paul & Irene
Labossiere, Kathy
Lebedoff, Olga
Makortoff, Anne
Makortoff, Mary & Sherry
Makortoff, Pauline
Marinov, Kelsey & Luba
McGirr, Nina
Medvedeff, Christina
Nazaroff, Michael & Pauline
Nevokshonoff, Mabel
Ogloff, Anne & Donna
Ogloff, Tamara
Pankoff, Molly
Plotnikoff, Cecil & Anne

Plotnikoff Elena & Kathy
Plotnikoff, Lucy
Plotnikoff, Phillip
Podmoroff, Mary
Popoff, Dorothy
Popoff, Lillian
Poznikoff, Mary
Psalmists from Grand Forks
Rezansoff, Helen
Rezansoff, Peter & Elsie
Roberts, Vera
Semenoff, Alice
Semenoff, Helen
Semenoff, Kim & Jenna
Seminoff, Lorraine
Sheloff, Cathy
Slastukin, Katie
Sofonoff, Molly
Sookochoff, Elaine
Sookochoff, Shirley
Sookochoff, Hazel
Spiritual Ladies Committee from 
Grand Forks
Strelaeff, Ellen
Strukoff, Bonnie
Strukoff, Helen
Strukoff, Marilyn
Strukoff, Nat
Vereschagin, Helen
Zibin, Mike
Zwick, Lewis & Liz

Our sincere thank you to the USCC 
Kootenay Ladies Organization, 

member communities,  our friends 
from Krestova, and everyone who 
helped with the funeral and meal at 
the USCC Brilliant Cultural Centre 
including:

Anutooshkin, Nettie
Arishenkoff, Fred & Donna
Babakaeff, John & Nellie
Balchewski, Valerie
Barabonoff, Natalie
Barisoff, Liz
Bartlett, Loella
Bawolin, Doris
Bayoff, Marie
Bojey, Fred & Anges
Boulin, Margaret
Bullonoff, Evelyn
Campbell, Elsie
Chernenkoff, Mary



Chernoff, Ann
Chernoff, Elizabeth
Chernoff, Wayne
Cheveldave, Janet
Children’s Sunday Meeting from the 
Kootenays
Children’s Sunday Meeting from 
Krestova
Chursinoff, Ann
Davidoff, Ellie
Denisoff, Elsie
Dutoff, Tina
Ed Chernoff Photography
Evdokimoff, Lucy
Evin, Vera
Fomenoff, Paul & Tina
Fominoff, Elaine
Girard, Debbie
Gorkoff, Sherley
Gritchen, Eileen
Gritchen, Mabel
Gretchin, Kay
Hadikin, Alice
Hadikin, Flo
Hadikin, George & Elma
Harasemow, Marion
Harder, Jennel
Hebert, Melanie
Henniger, Linda
Hoolaeff, Laura
Horkoff, Sharon
Jmaeff, Nettie
Jmieff, Joyce
Jmieff, Nina
Jones, Helenne
Kabatoff, Mabel
Kalesnikoff, Diane
Kalmakoff, Faye
Kalmakoff, Rebecca
Kanigan, Margaret
Kanigan, Mary
Kanigan, Natasha
Kanigan, Vera
Kazakoff, Nettie
Keraiff, Nellie
Kimoff, Lucy
Kinakin, Helen
Kittson, Olga
Koftinoff, Marie
Konkin, Nick & Ann
Konkin, Molly
Konkin, Paul & Ann
Konkin, Sandra

Koochin, George & Katie
Koorbatoff, Mary
Koorbatoff, Naida
Kooznetsoff, Christine
Kooznetsoff, Eileen
Kooznetsoff, Tina
Legebokoff, Diane
Legebokoff, Fred & Liz
Legebokoff, Lorraine
Maida, Wendy
Makeiff, Peter & Vera
Makonin, Polly
Makortoff, Bill
Makortoff, Elaine
Makortoff, Leanne
Makortoff, Nettie
Malakoff, Verna
Malekow, Christina & Elaine
Maloff, Elsie
Maloff, Katya
Maloff, Vera
Markin, Helen
Markin, Katherine
Markin, Lisa
Markin, Patsy
Markin, Pete & Mary
Markin, Polly
Makonen, Edna
Makonin, Polly
Makortoff, Bonnie
Markin, Paullette
Nazaroff, Nettie
Negreiff, Anne
Negreiff, Irene
Nevakshonoff, Elsie
Nevakshonoff, Florence
Nevakshonoff, Nick & Polly
Nevakshonoff, Verna
Nichvolodoff, Michael, Yasha & Pace
Ogloff, Helen
Ogloff, Verna
Osachoff, Betty
Osachoff, Luba
Osachoff, Fred & Mabel
Ostofooroff, Polly
Ostrikoff, Nettie
Ozeroff, Elsie
Padmoroff, Caroline, Chelan & 
Sierra
Padowinikoff, Sally
Parfiniuk, Nina
Parkin, Grace
Parno, Lynn

Paterson, Kathy
Perepelkin, Donna
Perepolkin, Mabel
Perepolkin, Bill & Tina
Pereversoff, Koozma
Pereverzoff, Kathy
Pereverzoff, Linda
Picton, Mary
Plonidin, Olga
Plotnikoff, Ann
Plotnikoff, Elaine
Plotnikoff, Laura
Plotnikoff, Nell
Plotnikoff, Shelley
Podmoroff, Vera
Podmorow, Katie
Podovinikoff, Shirley
Poohachoff, Margaret
Popoff, Ann
Popoff, Alice
Popoff, Kathy
Popoff, Naomi & Jasmine
Popoff, Sam & Florence
Popoff, Violet
Posnikoff, Christina
Potapoff, Katherine
Pozdnikoff, Nora
Poznikoff, Ariel
Poznikoff, Mary
Psalmists from the Kootenays  
Psalmists from Krestova
Rebalkin, Anne
Repin, Audrey, Tasha & Kalina
Rezansoff, Alice
Rilkoff, Mildred
Rilkoff, Rose
Salekin, Katie
Salekin, Margaret
Samarodin, Pete
Samarodin, Tina
Samsonoff, Val
Sapriken, Edna
School District #20
Semenoff, Lillian
Semenoff, Marlene
Sherbinin, Helen
Sherbinin, Tilda
Sherstobitoff, Nancy
Sherstobitoff, Olga
Sofonoff, Lorna
Soloveoff, Kathy
Soukeroff, Sandra
Soukeroff, Tracy



Spiritual Ladies Committee from the 
Kootenays
Stoochnoff, Emma & Linda
Stoochnoff, Helen
Stoochnoff, Luba
Stoushnow, Vi
Strelaeff, Lucy
Strelive, Elaine
Swetlishoff, Linda
Tamelin, Irene
Tarasoff, Andy & Lucy
Tarasoff, John & Mary
Therrien, Marion
Tomelin, Marcie
Vanjoff, Nancy
Verigin, Katrina
Verigin, Beatrice
Verigin, Ernie
Verigin, Mary
Verigin, Nellie
Verigin, Nina, Allison & Tiana
Vishloff, Florence
Vision of Peace Youth Choir
Voykin, Elaine
Voykin, Hazel
Voykin, Ileene
Voykin, Leonard
Voykin, Lucy
Voykin, Nat & Paris
Voykin Nellie
Voykin, Bill & Susie
Voykin, Verna
Voykin, Wendy
Wasilenkoff, Betty
Wasilenkoff, Christine, Melanie & 
Nadia
Watson, Winnie
Whittleton, Cheryl
Woykin, Vera
Zaitsoff, Laura
Zarikoff, Helen
Zaytsoff, Anne
Zaytsoff, Stefanie
Zeabin, Stella
Zoobkoff, Allison
Zoobkoff, Penny
Zwick, Karen
Zwick, Liana

A special thank you to all  youth, 
adults and elders who stayed  

and sang with members of the family 
into the late morning hours in Grand 

Forks and all night in Brilliant, in 
accordance   with   Doukhobor tradition.

Thank you to the following for 
helping with the casket and 

gravesite preparation and for 
carrying our Honourary Chairman, 
husband and father, with dignity and 
respect, to his final resting place:

Antifaeff, Bill
Antifaeff, John
B&N Blasting
Barisoff, Peter
Bloodoff, Peter
Bojey, Bill
Bondoreff, Gordon & Andrei
Chernoff, Harold & Kevin 
Chernoff, Lawrence
Chernoff, Nikita
Cheveldave, Alex & Michael
Cheveldave, Joe
Chutskoff, Bryce & Cecil
Dave Boyd Trucking
Dave White Contracting
Davidoff, Andy
Davidoff, Michael
Denisoff, Nick & Mabel
Denisoff, Steve
Dergousoff, Alec
Dergousoff, Bill
Dergousoff, Jack
Dergousoff, Wallace
DuMont, Al
Gorkoff, Bill
Gray, Brian
Gritchen, Louie
Hadikin, Stan
Harasemow, John
Harshenin, Calvin & Ken
Hoodikoff, Steve
Hoodikoff, Walter
Horkoff, Jim, Misha & Carlin
Horkoff, Pat
Horkoff, Steve
Hunter, Bob
Jacobs, Rod
JD Drilling
JJM Construction &  
 Brilliant Tailrace Excavation  
- Miller, Peter
Jmieff, Mike
Jmieff, Steve
Kabatoff Sand & Gravel

Kalesnikoff Lumber Co Ltd
Kalesnikoff, John
Kalmakoff, Bob
Kanigan, Mike W
Kanigan, Nick & John
Kanigan, Walter
Kazakoff, John
Kazakoff, Pete & Peter
Kinakin, Bill
Kinakin, George
Koftinoff, John J
Konken, Jason & Jordan
Konkin, Ben
Konkin, Cecil
Konkin, Corey
Konkin, Ken
Konkin, Misha
Konkin, Phil
Kooznetsoff, Fred
Kurnoff, Larry & Matthew
Laktin, Walter
Makortoff, Dan
Makortoff, Dmitri, Michael & Yuri
Makortoff, Lawrence
Makortoff, Mike
Makortoff, Victoria
Malakoff, Mike
Malins, John
Malloff, Yev & Nikita
Markin, Colin
Markin, Harry
Markin, Jim
Markin, Karen
Markin, Paul
Masloff, Bill
Minaert, John
Nazaroff, Joe
Nu-Tech Construction Services Ltd
Ogloff, Peter
Ogloff, Rob
Osachoff, Harry
Osachoff, John
Ostrikoff, Alvie
Ozeroff, Alex, Jared & Jason
Ozeroff, Andy & Kevin
Padmoroff, Jack
Perepelkin, Walter
Perepolkin, Paul
Picton, Pat
Plonidin, Jerry
Plotnikoff, Lorne
Podmorow, Harry
Podovinikoff, Joe



Dear brothers , sisters, friends and neighbors, 
Our heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
attended the funeral in Grand Forks and 
Brilliant and the six-week and annual 
memorials in Brilliant, to show your 
respect and pay tribute to a man who 
dedicated his life to our Doukhobor 
heritage. We thank you for your 
condolences and support. As his 
immediate family, we will forever 
miss the love and support of our 
dear husband and father.

We also wish to thank everyone 
who has contributed to the John J 
Verigin Memorial Fund, established 
to advance the principles and values 
he championed during his life. As many 
have expressed, our Honourary Chairman 
was our “Guiding Light” and though he may 
no longer be with us physically, we feel his life’s work 
and dedication to our organization has left a well-lit path for all of us to follow 
in the footprints he left behind.

We have made every effort  to acknowledge and thank everyone who helped 
us say good-bye to the wonderful spirit we loved so much. To those we may 
have inadvertently omitted, please contact the USCC offices in Grand Forks or 
Brilliant so we can add your name on our website, where you will also find the 
biography, funeral speeches and messages of condolence. 

With sincere love and everlasting gratitude to all,
Laura, JJ, Barry, Nina 

and families.

Popoff, Greg
Popoff, John S
Popoff, Johnny
Popoff, Randy
Postnikoff, John
Postnikoff, Raymond
Poznikoff, Kelly
Repin, Peter
Rilkoff, Nick
Samoyloff, Stephan
Sapriken, Chris & Craig
Selkirk College
Semenoff, Jason
Semenoff, Mike, Paul & Kevin
Semenoff, Peter
Sherstobitoff, Peter
Sherstobitoff, Willy
Sookaveiff, David & Gord
Sookochoff, John
Sookochoff, Mike
Soukeroff, Craig & Dale
Stevenson, Robb & Roy
Stoochnoff, Barry, Gordon & Terry
Stoochnoff, Larry
Strelaeff, Jason
Strelaeff, Stan
Strelive, Ed
Strelive, Paul
Strukoff, Michael
Strukoff, Paul 
Swetlikoff, George & Lorne
Tadrigga, Luy
Tarasoff, John
Tomelin, Sam
Trowelex 
 - Chernoff, Nick  & family
USCC Kootenay Men’s Group
Vanjoff, John
Veregin, Larry
Verigin, Bill, Ernie & Curtis
Verigin, Briane
Verigin, Clarence & Josh
Verigin, Curtis
Verigin, Ernie
Verigin, Floyd
Verigin, Ken & Lorne 
Verigin, Lewie
Verigin, Paul, Steve & Talin
Verigin, Ryan
Verigin, Wally
Voiken, Ron
Voykin, Alex
Voykin, Max

Voykin, Wayne, Rod & Mark
Wasilenkoff, Lucy
Wasilenkoff, Vanya
West K Concrete
- Adrian, Jim & Family
Whittleton, Cory & Shane
Wirischagin, Michael
Woykin, Cyril
Yofonoff, Bill

Zaitsoff, Barry, Matthew & Michael
Zarchikoff, Harry
Zarikoff, John
Zaytsoff, Peter
Zaytsoff, Ron
Zibin, John
Zoobkoff, Dan & Trenton
Zwick, Jim
Zwick, Rob & Simon


